
 
 

 

 

The September 2008 Beautification award is given to two neighbors on Cherry Lane who are good friends as well as 

good neighbors.  They share a love of perennial plants and spring blooming bulbs, as well as being good stewards of 

the environment.   
  
Gerda Stout has lived at 1142 Cherry Lane since 1957 and she is a retired junior high teacher with a love of 

gardening.  The Stouts were able to purchase the vacant lot next to their home in 1972, and have provided a colorful 

array of flowers and vegetables across from the Purdue Golf course complex.  Over the years, Gerda has been a 

determined compost advocate, shredding and chipping everything that comes from the gardens and trees. She has 

learned that a native peach tree (contributed by the birds) has become a welcome source of delicious fruit, but a 

gingko tree's fruit isn't as welcome or sweet smelling....Stinko Gingko is her term for the female tree on their 

property.  She has created her version of the "Berlin Wall" with a privacy fence that features annuals and tropical 

plants.  Her prize is a night-blooming cereus which she has had for fifty years and gives her much joy with its 

beautiful blossoms.  
  
Laura Wegener has lived with her family at 1136 Cherry Lane for 11 years. The beautiful mature trees shade most of 

the property, except for a colorful perennial border along the roadside.  She has planted a variety of spring bulbs, 

with daffodils and tulips starring, followed by creeping phlox and iris. She has a large variety of hosta, as well as 

lilacs, including a dwarf variety.  Last year the Wegeners added long flower boxes across the front of their home, 

and in honor of America in Bloom, planted them in hot pink petunias this year. Laura solved the problem of 

irrigation by purchasing a gutter cleaning wand that is just long enough to reach the highest box.  Due to the shady 

landscape, Laura and her family grow their fresh vegetables at a Purdue gardens site where she has harvested 

bumper crops this summer. Along with the Purdue Golf Complex, the Stouts and Wegeners have made Cherry Lane 

one of the most colorful streets in West Lafayette. 
 


